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Powers Geospatial Consultants:
Proud to support Cheshire West Design Awards

A Golden Opportunity - measured
building, topographical and
underground utilities detection
surveys of Golden Lion pub
‘community asset' in Ashton Hayes

Powers worked with Ashton Hayes
Community Hub Limited (AHCHL) on a
regeneration project. The pub had been
disused for over 10 years and was secured
as a community asset in 2024. Powers
was involved right at the beginning of the
project, carrying out a full internal and
external measured building survey (MBS),
a topographical survey of the site, on
which the outline of the pub and car park
was included and an underground utilities
detection (UUD) survey. The combined
findings of the three surveys were used as
a basis for future planning and design. The
pub reopened as a local hub in 2025.

Powers: your integrated
survey partner

Powers, established over 50 years ago,
has a team of land surveying experts
with over 80 years experience within
the construction industry. The company
provides a range of specialist surveying
services, from precision land surveys to
3D surveying services, site engineering
and measured building
surveys for clients

who have measuring
requirements. Check
out the complete list
of services we provide:

If you're looking for measured survey
services nationwide, get in touch
with Powers on 01928 734 473 or
surveyors@powersuk.com

B Topographical surveys ® Underground utility detection to PAS 128 Specification M 3D laser scans M Revit models

B Measured building surveys (internal and external elevations and sections) M Lease plans B NIA and floor plans

W Site engineering for setting out M Mobile mapping surveys B Boundary dispute surveys and reports

»N powers

Integrated Survey Partner

WWW.pOWGI’SUk.Com




Making Cheshire West and Chester a better place to work, live and visit

The awards are nearly 50 years old and return for the eleventh time
rebranded as Cheshire West Design Awards (formerly Civic Awards
for Design and Conservation). The aim of these awards is to make
Cheshire West and Chester a better place to live, work and visit by
encouraging outstanding design and projects and gaining national
recognition for this.

The judges have identified the very best design projects across the

Borough based on the following criteria:

e High quality contemporary design and construction,

e The use of traditional materials and craft skills which conserve
our heritage,

e Innovative approaches to energy efficiency and environmental
sustainability.

All the sponsoring bodies (Cheshire West and Chester, the Cheshire
Society of Architects and Chester Civic Trust) hope that the awards
will raise the profile of good design in our community.

Projects have been considered under the following five categories:
e Commercial, Retail, and Industrial Buildings

Community, Health and Educational Buildings

Public Realm and Open Spaces

Residential Developments

Sustainable Developments

66 nominations were made by the public, architectural practices,
owners, contractors and other organisations. Nominations included
new build projects, conversions, refurbishments and conservation
projects ranging from major construction projects to small volunteer
led initiatives.

INTRODUCTION

A Judging Panel was appointed by the Awards Steering Committee;
information submitted with nominations was closely inspected and
a shortlist was agreed. This was followed by two long days of visits
after which the panel arrived at its final decisions.

The judges were impressed with the diverse nature and quality of the
schemes nominated for these awards but were slightly disappointed
that there were not more nominations from the east of the Borough.
In total the Judges agreed to give 28 Awards of which 10 were
considered of such quality that they were classified as “Winners”.
Another 4 were then determined to be “Highly Commended”, and a
further 14 were agreed to be “Commended”. Information on the 14
schemes which were “Winners” or “Highly Commended” is included
on the following pages with a short commentary from the judging
panel explaining what influenced its decisions. The projects classified
as “Commended” are listed.

All 28 Awards will receive certificates to recognise that each of them
contributes towards making Cheshire West and Chester a better
place to live, work and visit.

Once again, it became obvious to the judges that successful projects
generally resulted from a close working relationship between the
building owner, the design team and all the contractors and sub-
contractors responsible for the building work.

Finally, my thanks go to my fellow judges Councillor Louise Gittins,
Lauren Butterworth-Taylor, Chloe Sheward, Ross Brazier, Geoff
Clifton, Paul Fielding, Ron Fitch, Gary Pollit and Steve Wright for all
their hard work!

Chair of the Judging Panel
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AWARD WINNER
Commercial Conversion and New Build

The Grade Il-listed Chester Zoo Stables Block housed some of the first
animals to live at the zoo when founder George Mottershead opened it in
1931.In more recentyears the space was used for storage and maintenance
workshops. Ithasnow beengiven anew lease of life, revitalised as a wedding
and events venue called ‘The Square. The project has secured a new
commercial use for this historic space while bringing it back into public use.

The client and architects worked in collaboration to unlock the full
potential of the space. An extension has been sensitively inserted alongside
historic fabric to provide an interconnecting events and reception rooms
that now accommodates up to 380 people. The spaces in the Stable Block
have been utilised to provide supporting facilities and flexible use spaces.
Many historic features have been retained throughout, including historical
brickwork complete with scratches made by lions sharpening their claws.

Judges appreciated the thoughtful integration of the new building with
the stable block and the careful consideration given to the retention of
historic features.

The Square, Chester Zoo, Upton-by-Chester, Chester
Client: Chester Zoo

Designers: Donald Insall Associates

Contractors: Read Construction

AWARD WINNER
Commercial New Build

The Northgate Development took over two decades to come to fruition,
with initial plans gathering pace in the early 2000s and the first phase of
construction starting in 2020, eventually opening to the public in late 2022.

The tenacity and determination of the Council to bring the project to fruition
must be applauded. The Judges consider the New Market and Coachworks
together with Exchange Square to be worthy of an award.

The New Market with its mix of ‘market stalls’ and ‘food court’ has proved
a popular addition to the shopping and dining experience in Chester.
Exchange Square with its mix of dining experiences has the potential to
become a valuable public asset and the link through Coachworks to Town
Hall Square draws people into the development. The retention of the
Coachwork facade maintains the historic street scene.

The Judges liked the contemporary design of the new buildings avoiding
the use of pastiche.

Northgate Development, Chester
Client: Cheshire West and Chester Council

Designers: AHR Architects Ltd.

Contractors: Vinci Construction UK




AWARD WINNER
Commercial Refurbishment

Armstrong B2B have created 12,000 square feet of ‘loft style’ studio
and office space spanning four floors to house their marketing agency.
They stripped out the building, which involved peeling back decades of
alterations exposing original brick, steel and timber elements. This has
created spaces which encourage modern team working practices whilst
also being sympathetic to the history of the property.

The Judges liked the restoration of the street facade including the new
boundary wall, railings and steps to the main entrance. A new level access
has been cleverly achieved at the side of the building giving access to a lift
serving all floors. On the top floor, after stripping out three false ceilings to
expose the vaulted roof, a fantastic large board/meeting room has been
formed.

Judges noted that it is good to see this city centre building refurbished to
a high standard and brought back into use.

The Old Post Office,
St John Street, Chester
Client:

Armstrong BZ2B

Designers:
D2 Architects

Contractors:
Project managed by

Client and Designers

AWARD WINNER
Community New Build and Refurbishment

This project has seen Whitby Hall, a locally listed Victorian building,
transformed into the vibrant home of Theatre Porto (formerly known as
Action Transport Theatre), the only specialist arts venue for children and
young people in Cheshire and Merseyside. The transformation has not only
revitalised the building but also expanded the impact and reach of the
organisation providing a state-of-the-art venue to match the quality and
ambition of Theatre Porto’s work as a national leader in children and young
people’s theatre.

Whitby Hall was desperately in need of refurbishment; it is now an inspiring
and welcoming space for creativity and includes a new purpose-built
auditorium and flexible creative facilities designed for a range of activities
including theatre, dance. film, and performance. The venue includes a
naturally ventilated auditorium, reused solar PV panels, and where possible
low carbon design choices.

The Judges liked the bold and colourful extension and the welcoming
atmosphere in the building.

Theatre Porto,

Whitby Park, Ellesmere Port
Client:

Cheshire West and
Chester Council

Designers:
Bennetts Associates and
AHR Architects Ltd.

Contractors:
Vinci Construction UK
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AWARD WINNER

Community Project

The West Entrance reordering of Chester Cathedral opens one of the
United Kingdom’s great Cathedral spaces to the city. At the centre of the
reimagining of the West Entrance (the principal processional route into
the Cathedral) is the glazed Pilgrim Porch. This allows the oak great West
Doors to be opened whilst the Cathedral is accepting visitors. Previously
the cathedral appeared permanently closed, but views from the Nave now
feature framed views of Town Hall Square.

Designed by the renowned artist, Chester-based Stephen Broadbent, the
Pilgrim Porch echoes the theme of pilgrimage, with a shell motif inspiring
the design. It sits on a new a new stone plinth and step, built into and
onto the existing steps with new handrails guiding visitors down to the
Nave Floor. The route takes processions around the Font, a C17th black
limestone monument repositioned as a key element of the reordering on a
new stone plinth, reflecting the Cathedral’s heights in its water bowl.

Judges were agreed that the glazed doors have made the Cathedral a
more inviting space to visit and have successfully linked the Nave to the
cityscape.

West Entrance Re-ordering, Chester Cathedral,
St. Werburgh Street

Client: Chester Cathedral

Designers: Donald Insall Associates and Broadbent Studio

Contractors: Grosvenor Construction Ltd.

AWARD WINNER
Winner Public Realm Regeneration

This is the first time that a space that has developed organically rather than
being ‘designed’ has been nominated for an award. It is a splendid example
of reconfiguring a “through” pedestrian street into a ‘social destination” and
public meeting place. It has already attracted various new wine bars, cafes
and other local businesses as well as adding some outdoor space to their
internal premises making use of the generous paved areas.

It provides an excellent vibrant public space from the Town Hall to
Storyhouse and a fitting entrance route to the new market via Coachworks
Arcade as well as blending seamlessly into the adjacent urban area.

The Judges were unanimous in agreeing that the Council and businesses
in the Square be recognised for their contributions to making this a great
place to be.

Town Hall Square, Northgate Street, Chester

Client:
Chester West and Chester Councill and Local Businesses




AWARD WINNER
Public Realm Conservation and Restoration

Following a successful bid to Historic England for funding of £1.08M, work
started in April 2020 on a four-year programme to help safequard and
promote understanding of the Chester Rows. This funding was provided
as part of a broader government backed scheme to support to support
67 High Streets across England and was complemented with funding and
in-kind support from the Council, Chester BID, Marketing Cheshire, the
University of Chester, Chester Civic Trust, as well as Grosvenor and other
private sector partners.

The principal objectives were to increase awareness of the historical
importance of the Rows, undertake refurbishment of historical features
which were at risk of being lost and encourage footfall to support traders.
It was recognised that the funding would not be enough to address all
the works required but the project aimed to be a catalyst for future works
to support heritage-led regeneration and the longer-term conservation of
these unique and living high streets.

Judges were pleased to see the work to improve the appearance of

stallboards and repairs and refurbishment of balustrades, pedestrian
bridges and other areas of the Rows.

Chester Rows Heritage Action Area
Client: Chester West and Chester Council

Designers: Donald Insall Associates and Cheshire West and
Chester Conservation Team

Contractors: Recclesia Ltd.

AWARD WINNER
Residential Renovation and Conservation

Nineteen cottages were built by the first Duke of Westminster in 1898 by
the Chester Cottage Improvement Company, they included features such
as mullioned lead casements, terracotta panels and decorative brickwork.
The architectural features are emblematic of high-quality housing for
working people of the period and are Grade Il listed, receiving protection
and formal recognition in July 1998.

The properties were repurposed by the seventh Duke of Westminster as
affordable housing under the direction of Grosvenor Hart Homes (a social
enterprise set up to improve the life chances of vulnerable children, young
people and their families). A complete heritage sensitive refurbishment and
modernisation was carried out, creating 20 x 1 bed apartments and 9 x
3-bedroom homes. The work was carried out to a high specification with
all properties brought up to EPC C from E/F. Community gardens were also
created in back yard areas.

Judges were pleased to see historic features retained whilst bringing these

homes up to modern standards and that the community gardens are well
used.

Alms Houses, Priory Place and Love Street, Chester
Client: Grosvenor Hart Homes

Designers: Cassidy and Ashton,
Project Managers: Numark
Contractors: Warden Construction
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AWARD WINNER

Residential New Build

The Knoll is a new home undertaken by the clients as their first self-build
project; the brief was to build a contemporary home that is harmonious
with the location and the wider surrounding context, without resorting to
pastiche. The house has been constructed in a former small family orchard
which slopes away from the road.

The layout has been carefully considered to take advantage of views,
orientation and change in levels. The generous windows have been
carefully located to maintain privacy for internal spaces. The use of red
brick and slates means the building relates well to adjacent properties,
whilst the careful brick detailing with recessed horizontal mortar joints,
flush perpends and stepped panels give a unique character.

With the superstructure completed by the main contractor, the clients
tackled the interior of the project themselves taking the project to
completion, creating light and welcoming living spaces.

The Judges loved this house and were impressed with the attention to
detail in every part of the design.

The Knoll, Mouldsworth
Client: /James & Liz Williams

Designers: Smith Young Architects

Contractors: Caldway Construction

AWARD WINNER
Sustainable Project

The Nature Recovery Corridor covers a large area between Chester
and Ellesmere Port. The project involved the creation, restoration and
enhancement of priority habitats, including ponds, wet meadow, reedbed,
waterways, orchard, hedgerows, woodlands, grassland, wildflower
meadows and community nature areas. In total it covered over 60ha.
Native UK wildlife resources have been created, interpretation signs and
bespoke art have been installed together with 4 new walking routes.

In addition to the above the project included a comprehensive community
engagement programme including schools, community groups and the
wider public with participation numbers across all project activities of over
12,000 people. In depth evaluation of the project has been carried out and
a legacy plan prepared. On the zoo’s estate almost 19,000 trees, with a
mix of 9 native species, have been planted transforming a low-biodiversity
field into a major new sanctuary for UK wildlife. This has been funded by
Defra through the Nature for Climate Fund and is one of the largest tree
planting efforts to take place in Cheshire in recent years, spanning over
nine hectares. It has been delivered in partnership with Mersey Forest.

Judges were pleased to see such a large number of people involved and
the tremendous support for environmental projects from Chester Zoo.

Habitat Creation and Restoration Projects,
Chester West and Chester Council

Project Lead: Chester Zoo

Partner Organisations: Cheshire West and Chester, Canal and River
Trust, Sustrans, The Land Trust & Cheshire West Communities Together

Funding: Green Recovery Challenge Fund with support from the above




HIGHLY COMMENDED
Commercial and Residential Conversion

15 -21 Frodsham Street are Grade Il listed with no.15 being a former Lodge
and nos. 17 -21 originally being a shop and warehouse for Phillipson and
Golder. Since then, the group of buildings including no. 23 have had various
uses including Yates Wine Bar and other hospitality venues. When these
uses ceased the building fell into disrepair and was desperately in need of
refurbishment and a new use.

The upper floors have now been converted to six residential apartments
with the whole of the ground floor being occupied by the kitchen retailer
Magnet. The work has been carried out to a high standard and the shop
unit provides an active frontage to the street.

Judges were pleased to see this building brought back into use and
agreed that this is a welcome improvement to Frodsham Street.

15-23 Frodsham Street, Chester
Client: / Stanthorne Ltd

Designers: McNulty Architects

Contractors: Barke Baker Construction

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Community New Build

The Five Villages Hall is a Community Centre built to serve the five villages
of Mollington, Backford, Lea-by-Backford, Chorlton, and Caughall. The
building comprises of two main areas, a large Hall and an Activity Area
with a shared raised stage between them usable by both spaces. The
stage cleverly doubles up as a meeting room with storage below. Generous
storage areas mean that furniture not required can be put away to avoid
clutter. Support areas include a kitchen, bar, toilets and plantroom.

Black cladding and roofing together with brickwork were used to reflect
the hall’s rural location whilst bright yellow framing for the entrance porch
and windows give a welcoming feel. The Project Committee worked hard
over a long period of time to raise funds for the construction of the building,
and it is impressive what has been achieved with a limited budget.

The Judges liked the light airy spaces that have been created and were
impressed by the wide range of activities available to the community.

The Five Villages Hall, Backford, Chester
Client Mollington, Backford & District Village Hall

Designers: DK Architects

Contractors: MPH Construction
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
Public Realm Project

This area is part of a larger scheme to regenerate The Parade area of
Blacon. It was formerly Church Way, a nondescript street, which has been
turned into an attractive pedestrian route connecting Blacon Avenue across
The Parade and on to Burton Road with landscaping and a play area.

Judges considered that this area has significantly enhanced this part of
Blacon and played an important part in drawing together the diverse parts
of the regeneration.

The Parade Linear Park, Blacon, Chester

Client: Chester and District Housing Trust
(now part of Sanctuary Group)

Designers: BCA Landscape

Contractors: Mayo Civil Engineering Ltd.

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Residential Refurbishment

Situated in the Tarvin Conservation Area at the junction of Church Street
and High Street this pair of adjoining, Grade II* listed Georgian semi-
detached houses are an important landmark building. They were built in
1756 and have similarities with the northern buildings of Abbey Square in
Chester and are possibly by the same architect.

There is a later 2-storey extension to the rear which is estimated to have
been built sometime between 1838 and 1874. They have been refurbished
to a high standard as two family homes with heritage features retained
where possible. There is a shared access to a generous car parking area at
the rear and two large private gardens.

Judges were delighted to see that the refurbishment has protected the
fabric of the building and positively improved the appearance of the
conservation area.

The Flaggs and Hamilton House, Tarvin
Client Cooper Newman Property Ltd.

Designers: Bratley Architectural Ltd. and
Henderson Heritage Ltd.




COMMENDED

Commercial Refurbishment

Okells Hoole, Garden Centre, Shop and Café
Client: Okells Garden Centre Ltd.

Designed and Managed: 7he Okells Family

The Chester Station Tap Room, Chester
Client: Spitting Feathers Brewery

Interior Designer: A/ison Walley

Contractor: Cheshire Homebuilders Ltd.

COMMENDED

Commercial Refurbishment

The White Horse, Churton
Client: E£lite Bistros

Designed and Managed: Gary Usher

Community New Build

The Club House, Hoole Lawn Tennis Club, Mickle Trafford
Client: Hoole Lawn Tennis Club

Designers: ABW Architects
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COMMENDED

Community New Build

The Portal, Ellesmere Port
Client: Cheshire West and ChesterCouncil

Designers: Pick Everard Contractors: Vinci Construction UK

Public Realm

Improvements to The Narrows Community Park,
Crawford Walk, Hoole, Chester

Client: Friends of The Narrows Community Park

Designed and Carried out by Volunteers

COMMENDED

Public Realm

Thomas Brassey Statue, Chester Station
Client: 7he Thomas Brassey Society

Designers: Andy Edwards, Sculptor

Wirral Way
Client: Cheshire West and Chester Council
Designer: Mike Holmes CWaC Landscape Architect.

Contractor: Dunkil Developments Ltd.




COMMENDED

Residential New Build

Beaufort Court, Marlston-cum-Lache, Chester
Client: Pure Homes

Designers: Calderpeel Architects Contractors: Pure Homes

Residential Conversion and New Build

Old Hall Country Estate, Aldford Road, Chester
Client: Carden Homes

Designed: Mark Willacy Architects

Contractor: Carden Homes

COMMENDED

Residential New Build

The Boathouse, Farndon

Client: Mr and Mrs Dawson

Designers: SBS Design Architects
Contractors: Berry-Smith Developments Ltd.

Sustainable Project

Eco House, Cheshire College South & West,
Ellesmere Port Campus

Client: Cheshire College South & West
Contractors: WUDL




COMMENDED COMMENDED

Sustainable Project Sustainable Project

Solar Panel Installation, Chester Cathedral, St. Werburgh Street School of Education, University of Chester, Exton Park Campus
Client: Cheshire West and Chester Council Client: University of Chester
Designers: Pick Everard Designers: /n-house Design Team

Contractors: Vinci Construction UK Contractors: 7/M Projects







The inscription on a lead water pipe displayed in the Grosvenor
museum in Chester dates it to 79AD and provides the
earliest evidence of Roman settlement in this area.

In 1979 The City Council decided, therefore, to

celebrate the 1900™ anniversary of the foundation

of Chester. An awards scheme for conservation projects

was established with winners presented with a circular plaque
depicting the head of Vespasian, the Roman emperor in 79AD.

Due to the success of the scheme the Awards committee decided
it should be repeated at five-yearly intervals. Since the first award
scheme was introduced in 1979, the scope of the scheme has
continued to develop and evolve. In addition to rewarding

the best architectural projects completed in the previous

five years, the publicity which the awards attract has helped

to raise the profile of good architectural design and a broader
interest in our traditional and contemporary built environment

AWARDS TIMELINE

1979 Awards Scheme for Conservation Projects

Winners: - Anchotite Cell - James Brotherhood
- Stretton Mill Cornmill Museum - Cheshire County Council
- 90/92 Lower Bridge Street - Three Kings Studio

1984 Awards Scheme for Conservation Projects
Winner: - Godstall Lane, Chester

1987 Awards Scheme for Conservation Projects
Winner: - Chester District Library

1995 Awards Scheme for Architecture and Conservation

Winners: - Chester Magistrates Court
- Rufus Court, Chester
- Tattenhall Hall, Tattenhall, Chester

2000 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation

Winners: - Bull's Cottage, Tarvin - Architect DT. Doxat-Pratt
- Chester Scout HQ - Tweed Nuttall Warburton
- Dixons Almshouses, Christleton

2005 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation
Winners Residential [new]:
- Dee Hill's Court, Chester - Tweed Nuttall Warburton
- 8 Cambrian View, Chester

Winners: Residential [conservation]
- Burwardsley Chapel
Winners: Public/Commercial [new]
- Wimbold Trafford Hall
Winners Public/Commercial [conservation]
- Eaton Estate Offices, Eccleston

2010 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation
Winner Education [new]:
- All Saints CoE Primary School - Lovelock Mitchell Architects
Winners Residential [new & refurb]:
- 16 Lache lane, Chester - Andy Foster Architects

website https://cwda.uk

2005 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation

Winners Residential [new & refurb]:
- Leighton Hall Farm, Neston - Donald Insall Assocs.

Winners Residential/Commercial [new & refurb]:
- Gunnery Development, Tarvin - Sandra Murray Assocs.

Winner Community Build Conservation
- St Mary’s Church, Thornton-le-Moors - Tim Ratcliffe Assocs.

Winner Community Build Refurbishment
- Chester Town Hall - Cheshire West and Chester Council

2015 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation
Winners Commercial Conversion & Conservation
- Chester Cathedral
Winner Public Realm Improvements
- The Groves, Chester
Winner Commercial New Build
- Oddfellows, Chester
Winner Community Conversion
- Lion Salt Works, Northwich
Winner Commercial New Build
- Marks & Spencer, Cheshire Oaks
Winner Residential New Build
- Sandiway Bank, Hartford

2021 Civic Awards for Design and Conservation
Winner Residential Conservation
- Handley Oak - Donald Insall Associates
Winner Residential [new]
- Shot Tower, Chester - DLA Architecture
Winner Community [new] Conversion
- Storyhouse - Bennetts Associates
Winner Community [new]
- The Lookout, Pettypool - Walker Simpson Architects
Winner Commercial [conservation & refurb]
- Burton Manor - Donald Insall Associates
Winner Public Realm
- Town Park, Winford - CWAC Landscape Team
Winner New Build Sustainable
- Delamere Forest Visitors Centre - Design Group Chester

© 2025 Marketing PRojects. All rights reserved. Images courtesy of various contributors.



